^o              ENGLAND'S   HOUR

of the present defence regulations, but he
merely binds over the defendants under the
Probation of Offenders Act after they have
undertaken that the poster will be discontinued
owing to its liability to misinterpretation in
time of war. This technical sentence is less
significant than the arguments of the young
defending counsel, Mr. J. F. F, Platts Mills,
who is taking his last case before joining the
Air Force, and their acceptance by the magis-
trate in spite of his obvious objection to the
opinions of the defendants.

"Those views," quotes Mr. Platts Mills from
a recent decision by Mr, Justice Stable, " which
are only held by a few, which are unpopular,
and which run counter to the great majority of
the views of mankind, particularly in times
of emotional crisis, as in times of war, are views
which this Court is particularly jealous to pre-

serve."

From his carved chair between two bookcases
filled with leather-bound legal volumes, the old
magistrate grimly agrees. Much as he dislikes
the minority which the defendants represent, he
has already admitted that "No one could
imagine that any of you would give up the
beliefs of a lifetime because of the present
situation." Now, while the Nazis occupy the
Channel ports, and already, during the previous
night, a series of coastal air-raids on England